ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR LAND DRAINAGE CONSENTS                             
The Board is required to consider the environmental implications of all works in the District, which require its consent under the Land Drainage Act 1991 (as amended).  The applicant is required to demonstrate the environmental impact of the proposals in negligible or can be mitigated against.  

A number of species of animals and plants are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  Water Voles, Otters, Badgers and Bats are known to inhabit watercourses and have varying degrees of protection under legislation.  Other species may also be present in the area.  The applicant is required to demonstrate that the proposed works are not likely to adversely impact on protected species and/or protected habitats.  A surveyor opinion, by a suitably qualified individual, with mitigation proposals where appropriate will suffice in most cases.     

Works, which may affect sites of national or international wildlife importance, require further measures to be taken.  Such works may be remote from the site and the area of influence must be determined by the Board.  The Board is required to obtain the assent of English Nature to such works, which is independent of any consent/assent the applicant may be required to obtain.  In such cases where assent is required, the period required by the Board to determine an application is extended to 8 weeks for national sites and 16 weeks for international sites.  The Board will endeavour to determine application as soon as possible but is dependant upon the responses from English Nature. 

G:\Clients\Goole & Airmyn IDB 0044\178 General - G&A KGB\Environmental Considerations For Land Drainage Consents.doc
Page 1 of 1

