MINUTES of a Meeting of the Goole and Airmyn

Internal Drainage Board held at the Clerk's Office

situate at 3-15 Gladstone Terrace Goole at 6.30 p.m.

on Tuesday 9th January  2007

PRESENT:
Mr. H.W.E. Timm (Chairman)


Mr. J.M. Huddlestone (Vice-Chairman)


Mr. G. Martinson


Mrs. R. Webster


Councillor M. Boatman


Councillor B. Taylor

APOLOGIES:
Mr. L. Chantry


Mrs. K. Holder


Councillor E. Raddings

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. K.G. Barclay (Clerk)


Mr. R. Bate (Engineer’s Office)

Minute No. 1816
MINUTES:
Minutes of the meeting of the Board held on Tuesday 5th of December 2006 having been circulated to all members were taken as read and found to be correct.  The Chairman then signed them as a true record.   

Minute No. 1817
MATTERS ARISING:
There were no matters arising.
Minute No. 1818

FUNDING REVIEW:
The Clerk reminded members that he had attended a meeting of the Yorkshire Clerks Group at the beginning of October and whilst there he was given information relating to the funding review which relates to IDBs’.  He explained that the Clerks were informed that some time in November 2006 the new implementation plan and self assessment question formula would be forwarded to all Drainage Boards with a view to further questions being asked regarding individual Drainage Board.  These would be analysed initially by Sarah Stead of DEFRA, Brian Empson of the  Environment Agency and Jean Venables the CEO of ADA.  


He explained that at a recent meeting of the above 3 persons, several points have been discussed.  One of the main items was a recommendation that Drainage Boards’ have an minimum income i.e. Rates and Special Levy of £500,000.00 per annum.  Any Board which is desirous to make an application to continue independently, if the income is below that figure, would be allowed to apply for consideration.  It is also understood that no specific size has been set for a Consortium but it is considered that if all services for the Consortium are carried out in house then a minimum income of £2,000,000.00 would be required.


The Boards would be required to show the accountability and competence of their officers in that they should have the appropriate qualifications and experience in relation to the work that they have to fulfil.  However, expert advice can be bought in to supplement Board staff as in the case with this particular Board.  


The Clerk then explained that DEFRA is now at lengths to find a new methodology to determine the income spent in the appropriate areas i.e. Special Levy income to be spent to the benefit of the Rate payer and not to the farmer.  It is expected that the methodology statement for this will be released during March 2007.


In relation to the Asset database, Kings Lynn and JBA systems are currently being considered by DEFRA and any system used must be compatible to the National Flood system (NFCDD).  The system may have an environmental input included if the Board is so desirous.   Systems are to be made available by the 1st of April 2007 and information must be inputted within a year from the date of availability.  The Clerk further explained that accounting computerised systems are to be recommended as are Rating packages, however, there is no comment at the moment as to whether there will be a specific system to be used for this or not.  There is also to be a definition as to what is to be included with the administration costs.  


All Boards are to have a basic bio-diversity audit, English Nature (Natural England) will produce proposals for this audit by the end of October beginning of November 2006.  Target dates for the Boards to have the audit completed and progress reports for them to be put forward.  


DEFRA have also included that they expect all Boards to have a website available as soon as possible.  There followed a discussion and the Clerk explained that following receipt of the above details a meeting had been called between the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the Snaith, Cowick and Goole and Airmyn Drainage Districts.  The meeting was held to discuss the position of the three Boards and how they wish to develop in the future.  Both Cowick and Snaith Boards stated that it was their intention to consider joining the Consortium known as the Shire Group as they felt that to proceed in any other direction would be detrimental to their Districts.  Goole and Airmyn stated that it was their intention to look elsewhere other than the Shire Group. The Clerk then reported that since those meetings there had been no information whatsoever received from ADA, DEFRA or the Environment Agency regarding this matter.  He had as requested by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to contact the Clerk at the Lower Ouse Board with a view to holding discussions regarding a possible a Consortium/amalgamation of the Boards.  The meeting for this will be held hopefully during March 2007. 

Then followed a lengthy discussion and it was agreed that the Board should continue as it is but hold the option to join either in a Consortium or amalgamate with the Lower Ouse Board if necessary.  The Clerk was instructed to continue making enquiries with the Lower Ouse.
Clerk to continue

Minute No. 1819
CENTREPORT UPDATE:
Water Vole Strategy

The Clerk explained to the members that together with Mr Bate the Engineer he had discussed the Water Vole Strategy and found it to be compatible with the Boards information and comments.  The Board then agreed to accept this Statutory as signed off by the Clerk and Engineer.
Minute No. 1820
ASSET MANAGEMENT:
The Clerk reported that enquiries are being made regarding the programme for use in conjunction with the Environment Agency’s NFCDD system.  As already reported the Environment Agency are reviewing two systems, one by JBA and the second by Integrated Projects Ltd (trading as IDB4IDB).  Both officers visited the ADA Conference and saw this particular Company’s product and were impressed by the high standard of work.  

Following discussion, it was agreed that the officers should make further enquiries into this matter in order to present to the Board in the near future. 

Officers to continue
Minute No. 1821

TELEMETRY:
 Mr Bate reported to the Board on the project he had carried out regarding Telemetry for the Pumping Stations.  Three Companies had taken part in the tender, Controlstar, Oriel and TT Pumps.  The programme was then discussed and it was agreed that the Board should concentrate on Oriel and the Engineer was requested to make further enquiries with a view to members visiting their site in order to view the type of equipment that could be provided.  
Engineer to continue
Minute No. 1822

NPGPS/OCPS:
The Engineer then informed members regarding the tenders offered for the refurbishment at New Potter Grange Pumping Station, three Companies had tendered:
1. Inter-lec            = £49,240.00

2. Viking Pumps   = £44,968.00

3. Perry’s Pumps  = £52,630.00


The Engineer then explained that although the prices given were basic and it was understood that there would be extra costs added to Inter-lec and Viking Pumps.  Perry’s Pumps price would be stable, at the figure given.  It was agreed that Perry’s Pumps had carried out work in the past for the Board to a very high standard, therefore, it was agreed that the work should go to Perry’s Pumps.  


The Engineer was instructed to make the necessary arrangements.

Engineer to continue     

Minute No. 1823
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
There was no further business to be discussed.


The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.


Time and date of the next meeting is to be 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday 30th of January 2007 at the Clerks office.
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